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[57] ABSTRACT

A computer communication system including a
comunication medium, a plurality of nodes coupled to
the communication medium, and a transfer format se-
lection means for selecting a format for the transfer of
data between nodes. The system includes at least one
default node and at least two supplemented nodes. Each
node has a set of data transfer formats. A default format
is included in the format set of each node. Each supple-
mented node has at least one supplemental format.
Transfer format selection means in the form of circuitry
and software provides for the selection of a data transfer
format which is included in the source node format set
and the destination node format set and is compatible
with the communication medium. The source node
includes a cache of node format sets. The source node
searches for the destination node format set in the
source node cache and selects a format which is com-
mon to the format sets of the source node and destina-
tion node. Our invention also includes an attention sig-
nal, a network interface and the other devices, appara-
tus, methods and subject matter disclosed herein.
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